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Grüezi, Guten Abend, Buona Sera, Bonsoir, Good evening and Yoomalundi.
(Indigenous greeting Ngunnawal people)

Allow me to acknowledge:
· Deputy State Secretary and Ambassador Johannes Matyassy from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
· Ambassador Raphael Naegeli, Head of the Asia Pacific Division
· Diplomatic colleagues, notably the Ambassadors of Indonesia, Japan and Vietnam
· Vicky Tanner, President of the Australian Swiss Chamber of Commerce
· Alfred Köcher, the Chamber’s Chairman
· My colleagues. Ambassador Sally Mansfield, Anna Fedeles Australian Trade Commissioner, Consuls General Natalie Grant and Robyn Bushby
· Distinguished guests
Thank you all for joining us for our reception to mark the 60th anniversary of Australia Switzerland bilateral relations. 

Back in 1961, the world looked somewhat different to the world of 2021, but there are some parallels with today’s world.
The 1960s were a time of rapid progress, and competition, in science - 1961 was the year in which Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first human being to visit space.
It was a time of upheaval - 1961 was the year in which construction began on the Berlin Wall. 
And when the United States announced it would end its moratorium on nuclear testing, following a series of Soviet tests. 
It was against that background of a world seeking to manage superpower differences, hang on to a rules-based framework for the conduct of relations between states - and, fundamentally, avoid another catastrophic conflict - that Switzerland and Australia opened bilateral relations. 
Dr Friedrich Gygax became Switzerland’s first ambassador to Australia, and a few years later - we always seem to behind the Swiss in this way - Malcolm Morris became the first Australian Ambassador to Switzerland. 

Much has transpired in Swiss-Australian engagement in those 60 years - very largely harmonious, and none of it difficult in any way that I am aware of. And we now have a bilateral relationship that is constructive, warm and with a strong upward trajectory. 
Perhaps for most Swiss, Australia is a far away but pleasant place for a holiday - and we hope next year to be able to welcome Swiss again to our sunny beaches, unique outback and fine food and wine establishments. 
In much the same way, many Australians will see Switzerland as a holiday destination to dream of - its picturesque mountains and countryside story-book backdrops for skiing, hiking, or just enjoying chocolate and cheese. 

But we have a relationship that is much more significant than this. 
Switzerland contributes more than its fair share to Australian productive capacity. Swiss firms have 60 billion dollars’ worth of investment in Australia - by the way, that is more than German Korean or French firms invest in Australia. A substantial 250 Swiss firms have bases in Australia, taking advantage of our reliable investment regime, and proximity to the markets of the Indo-Pacific.
But the economic engagement is frequently two way. Vicki Tanner from the business council tells me that the biggest single commercial employer here in Bern is CSL Behring, a proud Australian firm, with a big foothold in Germany and Switzerland. 

Scientific cooperation is at a high point too. According to the Australian Research Council, Switzerland is among Australia’s top 10 education and research partners globally. There are many specific collaborations - perhaps the most famous that between Peter Doherty and Rolf Zinkernagel that led to their 1996 Nobel Prize for Medicine. Their research was, by the way, on how the body’s immune system recognises cells infected by a virus. 
Some of those following in Doherty and Zinkernagel’s footsteps are with us tonight, bright Australian minds that form part of Switzerland’s impressive scientific research scene. 
And, at the other end of the world, our nations have embarked on a new ten year cooperation project in Antarctica - following in the path of the Australian Antarctic expedition 110 years ago - the Swiss explorer Xavier Mertz was part of that pathbreaking expedition. 

Better known to most Australians are of course Switzerland’s tennis stars. Martina Hingis, Stan Wawrinka and Roger Federer, who, between them, have won 10 Australian Open tennis titles - and they have won many Australian hearts in the process. 



But, as a diplomat, when I think of Australia’s ties with Switzerland, I think mostly about the profound similarities in the way in which we look at the world:
· We are both strong supporters of free trade and find ourselves on the same side in many engagements in the World Trade Organisation. 
· We are together strong supporters of human rights.
· In a world where some of the ground seems to be shifting under us, in some ways not so differently as in 1961, Switzerland like Australia is a strong supporter of the rule of law and the fundamental sovereignty of nations. 
· As we seek to maintain strong multilateral institutions in the face of a world in which raw power seems to be a rising feature, the United Nations is more important to us all, especially those of us in Australia. 
So Switzerland’s strong contribution to the UN over many decades - notably its hosting of International Geneva - is almost as important to us as it is to Switzerland.
Ambassador Sally Mansfield’s presence here tonight - she is Australia’s Ambassador to the UN Institutions in Geneva - is a symbol of how that factors in our international links with Switzerland. 

I want to pay tribute tonight to the strong partnership that I feel with Ambassador Matyassy and Ambassador Naegeli, with whom I have very frequent exchanges. Switzerland runs a fine foreign service, and we in Australia profit from our engagement with Swiss counterparts. 
Amongst other things, these two Ambassadors have done much of the work to bring to fruition a Swiss China Strategy. For those of you who have not read it, I recommend it as a useful primer on China’s changing posture and engagement with Switzerland. 
Let me be clear, Australia welcomes Switzerland’s stronger focus on our region, and its readiness to engage with some of the issues facing those who live in our prosperous, but challenging part of the world.

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to the artwork that our staff have assembled here tonight, and which forms an important part of our celebration. 
Australia has changed in the sixty years we celebrate tonight, and non-Indigenous Australians like me now appreciate better the huge contribution that Indigenous Australians make to our national life, custodians as they are of a culture that stretches back 60 thousand years, longer than any other on earth today. 
The artworks that we have assembled this evening come from Western Arnhem Land, in the tropical far north of central Australia. The works you see are from the Bábbarra Women's Centre, one of the most remote art centres on the planet. 
They are called Jarracharra, which is the word in the local language for a refreshing wind that comes to Arnhem Land in the dry season. During this time of the year, Arnhem land people are able to gather, exchange and spend time together; as well as conduct ceremony. 
The artworks speak of a time of plenty and celebration. It is fitting that they are central to our celebration tonight, and I am delighted that we have been able to bring them to you. 

I thank you ladies and gentlemen for your attendance tonight, and I thank in particular the many of you that are making a contribution to the long and proud history of Australia’s relations with Switzerland. They are, sixty years in, in excellent shape, with more good things soon to come. 

May I now invite Ambassador Matyassy to the rostrum to make some remarks on behalf of the Government of Switzerland.
